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Visual Effects Society Names Academy Award Winner John Dykstra
Recipient of VES Lifetime Achievement Award
Los Angeles (October 16, 2013) – Today, the Visual Effects Society (VES), the industry’s professional honorary
society, named Emmy and Academy Award winning visual effects pioneer, designer, supervisor, innovator and
commercial director John Dykstra as the recipient of the VES Lifetime Achievement Award. It will be presented at
the 12th Annual VES Awards on February 12, 2014 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.
The VES Lifetime Achievement Award, bestowed by the VES Board of Directors, recognizes an outstanding body of
work that has significantly contributed to the art and/or science of the visual effects industry. VES will honor
Dykstra for his vision and dedication to the craft of visual effects and storytelling while leading the forefront of
groundbreaking visual effects and technology. He was hugely successful in cultivating talent as one of the
creators of Industrial Light and Magic and in assembling key “Star Wars” crewmembers, which developed
benchmark motion control and blue screen technologies under his guidance – which he continued at Apogee after
leaving ILM. The broad impact of his work can be seen in his vast contributions to feature films, commercials,
theme park entertainment and video games.
Dykstra received Academy Awards for his stunning work on “Star Wars” and later for “Spiderman II.” He was
presented with an Academy Technical Achievement Award for the Industrial Light and Magic facility itself.
Dykstra also received Academy Award nominations for his work on “Star Trek: The Motion Picture,” “Stuart Little”
and “Spider‐Man” and received an Emmy Award for “Battlestar Galactica.” Among his many accomplishments,
Dykstra also supervised visual effects for “Firefox,” “Batman Forever” and “Batman & Robin” and designed the
visual effects for “Hancock,” “Inglourious Basterds,” “X‐Men First Class” and “Django Unchained.”
“John is an amazing creative force – talented, generous and visionary,” said Jeffrey A. Okun, VES Board Chair. “He
has the extraordinary ability to create or combine seemingly disparate technologies to brilliantly enhance the art
of storytelling and this talent has brought us some of the most memorable tales of all time. His leadership and
pioneering work has truly raised the bar and helped redefine entertainment and our industry on a global level.”
“I am greatly honored to join the prestigious company of artists and visionaries who have received this award
from the VES,” said Dykstra. “ “I love my job and it is particularly gratifying to be recognized by my peers for
contributing to the artistry and invention that is visual effects.”
Previous winners of the VES Lifetime Achievement Award have included James Cameron, Steven Spielberg, Ray
Harryhausen, George Lucas, Robert Zemeckis and Frank Marshall & Kathleen Kennedy.
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About the Visual Effects Society
The Visual Effects Society is a professional honorary society dedicated to advancing the arts, sciences and applications of
visual effects and to upholding the highest standards and procedures for the visual effects profession. It is the entertainment
industry's only official organization representing the extended global community of visual effects practitioners, including
supervisors, artists, producers, technology developers, educators and studio executives. VES’ almost 3,000 members in 31
countries worldwide contribute to all areas of entertainment – film, television, commercials, animation, music videos, games
and new media. To learn more about the VES, visit www.visualeffectssociety.com.

